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Development Westelijke Tuinsteden
The design of the Westelijke Tuinsteden is based on the idea of a neutral 
homogenous society. Ethnicity, cultural orientation, and lifestyle were 
not incorporated in the design of public space and amenities. Now the 
August Allebéplein is predominated by Moroccans.
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overtooms marrakech

Maroc to the Max: Overtooms Marrakech
A place for young Moroccan enterpreneurs, people 
interested in Moroccan culture and food, a meeting 
place for mothers and kids, religous Moroccans, and 
hamam visitors from the centre of Amsterdam.

1960�
The design of the Westelijke 
Tuinsteden is based on the idea 
of a neutral homogenous society. 

2000�
Segregation

2010�
Facilitate public ownership

Existing situation August Allebéplein
Undefined edges, continuous amorphous space, closed 
plinths, scattered use, predomination by Moroccans and 
a few beautiful trees.

Spacial defenition of the square

3 squares, 2 buildings and a wall

Extending public realm

El Ouma Mosque

Soccer pitch

Mosque square

Ru Paré School

Tree square

Market square

Foodsoukh
Foodcourt, Soukh, El Hema, Party Hall, 

Cultural Embassy Maroc, Hamam.

Tree-building:
T-café, MediaMaroc
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The Moroccan community must fight against a number 
of negative statistics and prejudices. Knowledge enhances 
mutual understanding and thus increases the successful 
participation in Dutch society.
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Ahmed: “Even in fall I can attend the service at 
the mosque square of El Ouma. Afterwards I 
like to drink a fresh mint tea in the T-café.” 

MediaMaroc

T-café
El Ouma Mosque

Mosque square

Azhar:  “Soccer on Sundays with my 
homies is the best thing to do.”

Ruben: “For the best collection of Moroccan 
and Islamic literature I go to Amsterdam.”

Fatima: “After bringing Aïsha and 
Ali to school I can finally improve 
my own Dutch at language class.”

Tree-building OrientationTrees

Market square

Tree square

Mosque square

Tree square
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5-Public public/consume

program
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extrovert
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Hamam

Party Hall

Foodcourt

El Hema

Parking

Foodsoukh

Yousef: “Me and my brother Ahmed are doing great 
business with our own vegetable stall in the Soukh.”

 Henk and Annie: “Finally we 
have a good market in West!”

Structure
120° Mekka

Foodsoukh, Monday Wednesday and Friday Foodsoukh, Saturday
The amorphous public space can be seen as a specific quality of the 
Westelijke Tuinsteden. The covered Soukh as an extention of the 
Market Square can be used for multiple purposes all year round.	

Saskia: “In only 20 minutes by bike I 
get to the best Hamam in town.”

Cultural Embassy Maroc


